Questions and Answers

Gail Kamer, avthor of Immigrant from the Stars, answers questions about her boolc

Wiy did you vwiite a book abont space aliens?

Science fiction fascinates me. I believe 1t's quite possible that other planets have intelligent Life.
and, if that’s true, aliens could become Earth’s immigrants. How cool would it be to say, “My
best fend is from the stars!™

Also, I spend my spare time doing genealogical research, looking specifically for an elusive
ancestor who doesn’t seem to want to be found. My family jolees he was accidently left behind
by a spaceship when it made a rest stop on Earth.

What are your sources af inspiration?

Three things especially inspire me:

* People—That includes myy siblings. I'm the cldest of seven and was nineteen when my baby
sister was born. I can share something about each of them growing wp. Of course, children
also inspire me. Kids are fun to be around. They see the world in special ways and are great
enfertainers.

* Humor—I try to incorporate humor into everything [ wiite. I love making people langh and
getting them to think “that just mught be possible.”™

* My first career—During my tennue as a teaches, [ sometimes became fiustrated with books
I was supposed to use to teach children reading because I thought the stories were boring.
My goal with Immigrant from the Stars was to create a story that readers could not put dovwn
would make them langh, and would feel was believable.

Whe are your faverite children authers?
Feading was my favorite thing to do as a cluld becanse I could go anywhere and be anyone. [
loved fairy tales and The Boxcar Children by Gertrude Chandler Wamer.

As ateacher The Witches by Roald Dahl was ene of my favonte bools to read to muy classes.
I also loved The Gresn Book by Jill Paton Walsh in which an Earth family moved to another
planet.

Wheo is vour favorite character in Imniigrant frem the Stars?

Of course the main character, [ko. He flees Trinichia, his home planet, and moves to an entirely
new world. He needs to malke friends and fit into sixth grade while bemg disguised as an
Earthling, who, in his opinion. are ugly. He misses being able to float like he did on Tninichia.
In addition he needs to keep his powers a secret, although he sometimes forgets and makes
hilarious mistakes. He also needs to deal with a bully. While coping with all of this, he mmust
avoid capture by the government agent from Trinichia who was sent to Earth to capture his
famuly. That’s a lot for a twelve-year-old kid to deal with.

-IoTE-



But I also love Zeek, the weird kid, and Marty the bully. There's mote to both of them than meets
the eve, but I can’t give away all their secrets here. Of course, there are many secrets to learn as
wou travel through the book.

Do vou have other books related to Immigrant firom the Stars planned?

I have two others i the planning stages. I've developed a rough outline for Book 2 and am
flushing out the overall concept for Book 3. Althongh all of the main characters appear in both
books, some experience major changes.

How long did it take yvou to write Iinmigrant from the Stars?

I began writing finll time in 2011 after my retirement from the education field. T wrote several
picture books and self-published some. Immigrant from the Stars began as a picture book about a
little boy who was a vampire. The story line just kept going and changing. It’s my favorite book
because it was so mmch fun to write. I “see™ characteristics of kids—no matter where ['ve met
themr—impacting Iko.

I'm cwrrently working on a teacher’s guide for Immigrant firom the Stars because the book
provides a great teaching story about immigration, perseverance, and our world as a global
society.

How long have vou been a science fiction fan?

Ever since I saw the first episede of Lost in Space, [ was hooked. The impact of seeing the
Umnited States land on the moon when I was yvoung helped me realize anything is possible.

How long have vou been writing”
Ibegan as a young child writing plays for my siblings to perform for cur parents. I also wrote
plavs for my dolls whe, by the way, were great actors.

My first published piece was in a magazine for teachers, and I've published articles
newspapers that relate to my word: My picture books, Swoosh and Slide, Search and Glide,
received a five-star review from Beaders’ Favorite as did Immigrant from the Stars. Another
picture book, Chick-4-Bunga, received a four-star rating.

I am a member of the Society for Children’s Book Writers and Hlustrators (SCBWI), Children’s
Book Insider (CBI), Bedstarr Media, and several crifique groups. Learming is a hife-long process,
and I continue leaming through my association with my writing groups.

What work in education did you do?

When [ was in college, I worked in summer school as a teacher’s aide, custodian and cafeteria
wotker. During my teoure in education, I taught Head Start and second through eighth grade.
I'was a social studies specialist, resource teacher, assistant principal. and principal. I was also
involved in writing corriculem documents as well as serving as my district’s Metric Project
Director. I can honestly say I find every grade level fascinating. I'm not sure I could pick a
favorite, although I tanght second grade for the longest period of time.

What are yvour interests?
Besides wrting and genealogy, I love to travel. I've been to all fifty U.S. states and to ten
countries with a trip planned to three more countries in 2019. My favornte person to spend
time with other than my imaginary fiiends 13 my husband. Sometimes I'm not so sure he's not
imaginary, teo, or maybe ... he’s a space alien!
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